CHAPTER XVII

THE   PKANKKOKT   DIET   OF   PRINCES

THE earliest attempts along the road by which alliance
with Austria was eventually reached in 1879 were made
while Count Rechberg was Minister-President and sub-
sequently Minister for Foreign Affairs (May 17, 1859,

to October 27, 1864). Since the personal relations in
which I stood to him in the Federal Diet might have
helped to further such attempts, and at one moment cer-
tainly did further them, I insert here two experiences
which I had with him at Frankfort.

After a sitting in which I had annoyed Rechberg he
stayed behind with me in the Chamber, and vehemently
reproached me for my incompatibility: I was wdmws
coucheur) a picker of quarrels; referring to cases in which
I had defended myself against encroachments of the chair.
I replied that I did not know if his anger was merely a
diplomatic move or if it were meant seriously; but that
his manner of expressing it was of a highly personal na-
ture. * We cannot/ I said, * dispatch the diplomatic busi-
ness of our states with pistols in the Bockheim wood/
Thereupon he replied, with great violence: * Let us drive
there at once; I am ready to start this minute/ With
that I considered we had forsaken diplomatic ground. I
answered without violence: * Why should we drive ?
There is space enough in the palace garden here; Prus-
sian officers live over the way, and there are Austrian
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